
 

 
 



12th Annual Meeting 

International Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences – 
North American Section (IACS-NAS) 

Las Vegas, Nevada – September 18–20, 2025 

Mandalay Bay Convention Center 

 Click Here to review the program details 

  Click Here to Register  

Welcome! 

On behalf of the International Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences – 

North American Section (IACS-NAS), we are delighted to invite you to 

our 12th Annual Meeting, a premier gathering of cardiovascular 

scientists, clinicians, trainees, and students. The meeting will offer an 

outstanding scientific program, diverse audience, several award 

competitions, and great networking opportunities. We look forward to 

welcoming you to this very special event and to Las Vegas! 

    Organizing Committee 

• Conference Chair: Buddhadeb Dawn, M.D., Kirk Kerkorian School of 
Medicine, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

• Committee Members:

Devendra K. Agrawal, PhD (Pomona, CA)

Jacqueline Clark (Las Vegas, NV)

Michael V. DiCaro, MD, MSc (Las Vegas, NV)

Mridul Gautam, PhD (Reno, NV)
Russell Hancock (Las Vegas, NV)
Natalie Hernandez (Pomona, CA)

https://iacs-nas-meeting.org/
https://iacs-nas.org/conference-page/


 Julia Siu (Las Vegas, NV) 

Scientific Advisory Committee 

Chowdhury Ahsan, MD (Las Vegas, NV) 

Josh Baker, PhD (Reno, NV) 

Rushita Bagchi, PhD (Little Rock, AR) 

Brad Ferguson, PhD (Reno, NV) 

AJ Marian, MD (Houston, TX) 

Graham McGinnis, PhD (Las Vegas, NV) 

Ravichandran Ramasamy, PhD (New York, NY) 

Sakthivel Sadayappan, PhD (Tucson, AZ) 

Program Outline and Sessions (Preliminary) 

(specific session dates are subject to change) 

September 18 

Opening Remarks 

Plenary and State-of-the-Art Lectures 

Welcome Reception 

September 19 

Advances in Cardiovascular Medicine (IACS Presidential Symposium) 

Vascular Biology 

Interorgan and Interorganelle Talks in Heart Diseases 

Cardiac Repair, Regeneration, Rejuvenation 

Regulation of Cardiac Sarcomeres in Heart Failure 

Genetics, Epigenetics, and Omics 

Circadian Rhythm, Exercise, Diet, and Aging 



Award Competitions 

Poster Session 

September 20 

Advances in Cardiovascular Medicine 

Artificial Intelligence, Materials, Cells 

Heart Rhythm: Bench and Bedside 

Diabetes and Inflammation 

Valve and Coronary Interventions 

Women’s Heart Health 

Obesity, Metabolic Syndrome, and CV Risk factors 

Heart Failure, Fibrosis, Hypertrophy 

Awards Ceremony and Banquet 

Confirmed Speakers and Moderators 

Devendra K. Agrawal, MSc (Chem), PhD (Biochem), PhD 
(Med Sciences), MBA, MS (ITM) FAAAAI, FAHA, FAPS, FIACS 
Professor and Director, Department of Translational Research 
College of Osteopathic Medicine of the Pacific 
Western University of Health Sciences 
Pomona, CA, USA 

Chowdhury H. Ahsan, MD, PhD, FSCAI, MRCP 
Professor of Medicine 
Director, Cardiovascular Fellowship Program  
Chief of Medicine and Director of Cath Lab – University Medical Center 
Director, UMCSN Cardiovascular Research 
Immediate Past Governor, ACC Nevada Chapter 
Kirk Kerkorian School of Medicine at UNLV 



Las Vegas, Nevada, USA 

Elizabeth J. Akin, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Pharmacology 
School of Medicine 
University of Nevada, Reno  

Rushita Bagchi, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Physiology and Cell biology 
College of Medicine 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS) 
Little Rock, Arkansas, USA 

Josh Baker, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Pharmacology 
Principal Investigator, NIH NV INBRE 
Associate Vice President for Research 
University of Nevada, Reno 

Javier E. Banchs, MD, FACC, FHRS 
Director, Clinical Cardiac Electrophysiology and Pacing 
Baylor Scott & White Health 
Temple, Texas, USA 

Roberto Bolli, MD, DSc (Hon), FAHA, FACC 
Professor of Medicine, Physiology and Biophysics 
Jewish Hospital Heart and Lung Institute Distinguished Chair in Cardiology 
Director, Institute of Molecular Cardiology 
Distinguished University Scholar 
University of Louisville School of Medicine 
Louisville, Kentucky, USA 

Lu Cai, MD, PhD 
Professor of Pediatrics, Radiation Oncology, and Pharmacology and Toxicology 
Director, Pediatrics Research Institute 
University of Louisville School of Medicine 
Louisville, Kentucky, USA 

Hina W. Chaudhry, MD 
Professor of Medicine and Cardiology 
Director, Cardiovascular Regenerative Medicine 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 



New York, NY, USA 

Mina Chung, MD, FACC, FHRS 
President, Heart Rhythm Society 
Professor of Medicine 
Robert and Suzanne Tomsich Department of Cardiovascular Medicine 
Cleveland Clinic Heart and Vascular Institute 
Cleveland, Ohio, USA 

Michael P. Czubryt, PhD, FCVS, FAHA, FIACS 
President, International Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences - North American 
Section 
Everett Chair in Fibrosis Research 
Professor of Physiology and Pathophysiology, University of Manitoba 
St. Boniface Hospital Albrechtsen Research Centre 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

Jennifer Davis, PhD 
Associate Professor | Eva & Arra Woods Professorship 
Departments of Laboratory Medicine and Pathology & Bioengineering 
Director, Center for Cardiovascular Biology  
Interim Director, The Institute for Stem Cell & Regenerative Medicine 
University of Washington School of Medicine 
Seattle, Washington, USA 

Mario Delmar, MD, PhD 
Patricia M. and Robert H. Martinson Professor of Cardiology 
Department of Medicine 
NYU Langone Health 
Professor, Department of Cell Biology 
New York University Grossman School of Medicine  
New York, New York, USA 

Sanjiv Dhingra, PhD, FAHA, FIACS, FAPS 
Professor 
Director, Canada Italy Tissue Engineering Program 
Associate Head Research - Department of Physiology and Pathophysiology 
Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences, St. Boniface Hospital Research 
Regenerative Medicine Program 
Biomedical Engineering Program 
Max Rady College of Medicine, Rady Faculty of Health Sciences 
University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 



Dragan M. Djuric, MD, MS, PhD, FIACS, FIUPS 
Professor of Physiology and Clinical Physiologist 
Institute of Medical Physiology “Richard Burian“ 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Belgrade 
Belgrade, Serbia 

Matthew J. Feinstein, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine, Preventive Medicine, and Pathology 
Director of Northwestern's Clinical and Translational Immunocardiology Program 
Director of Medical Student Research 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 
Chicago, Illinois, USA  

Brad Ferguson, PhD 
Associate Professor  
Graduate Program Director 
Department of Nutrition 
College of Agriculture, Biotechnology & Natural Resources 
University of Nevada, Reno 
Reno, Nevada, USA 

Carlos Fernández-Hernando, PhD 
Anthony N. Brady Professor  
Director, Vascular Biology & Therapeutics Program (VBT) 
Departments of Comparative Medicine and Pathology 
Yale Center for Molecular and System Metabolism (YMSM) 
Yale University School of Medicine 
New Haven, Connecticut, USA 

Chiara Giannarelli, MD, PhD 
Associate Professor of Medicine and Pathology 
NYU Grossman School of Medicine 
New York, New York, USA 

Priyatansh Gurha, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Center for Cardiovascular Genetics 
Institute of Molecular Medicine 
McGovern Medical School 
The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston 

Stella Goulopoulou, PhD, FAHA 
Associate Professor 
Lawrence D. Longo, MD Center for Perinatal Biology 
Department of Basic Sciences, Division of Physiology 
Department of Gynecology & Obstetrics 



Loma Linda University School of Medicine 
Loma Linda, California, USA 

Joshua Hare, MD, FACC, FAHA 
Director, Donald Soffer Endowed Program in Regenerative Medicine 
Chief Science Officer 
Senior Associate Dean for Experimental & Cellular Therapeutics 
Louis Lemberg Professor of Medicine (Cardiology) 
Professor of Molecular and Cellular Pharmacology 
Professor of Biomedical Engineering 
Director, Interdisciplinary Stem Cell Institute (ISCI) 
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine 
Miami, Florida, USA 

Timothy D. Henry, MD, MSCAI 
The Lindner Family Distinguished Chair in Clinical Research 
Medical Director, The Carl and Edyth Lindner Canter for Research and Education 
The Christ Hospital 
Cincinnati, Ohio, USA 

Shin-ichiro Imai, MD, PhD 
Theodore and Bertha Bryan Distinguished Professor 
of Environmental Medicine 
Department of Developmental Biology 
Department of Medicine (Joint) 
Washington University School of Medicine 
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 

Vladimir Jakovljevic, MD, PhD, FIACS 
President, IACS- Europe  
Professor, Department of Medical Physiology 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Kragujevac 
Kragujevac, Serbia 

Jacob Joseph, MD 
Professor of Medicine 
Chief of Cardiology 
VA Providence Healthcare System 
Brown University School of Medicine 
West Roxbury, Massachusetts, USA 

Saibal Kar, MD, FACC, FSCAI 
Director of Structural Heart Disease Interventions and Clinical Research 
Los Robles Health System 
Clinical Professor of Medicine 



David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Thousand Oaks, California, USA 

Sunjay Kaushal, MD, PhD 
Professor  
Department of Surgery 
Kirk Kerkorian School of Medicine 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, NV, USA 

Jonathan Kirk, PhD 
Professor and Vice Chair 
Department of Cell & Molecular Physiology 
Loyola University Stritch School of Medicine 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 

Lorrie Kirshenbaum, OM, PhD, FAHA, FIACS, FISHR, FFGTB, FCAHS 
Naranjan Dhalla Chair in Cardiovascular Sciences 
Director, Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences 
St. Boniface Hospital Albrechtsen Research Centre 
Canada Research Chair in Molecular Cardiology 
Head, Division of Cardiovascular Science and Disease 
Professor, Departments of Physiology and Pathophysiology, and 
Pharmacology and Therapeutics, Max Rady College of Medicine 
Rady Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

Maria I. Kontaridis, PhD 
Executive Director 
Director of Research 
Gordon K. Moe Professor and Chair  
Biomedical Research and Translational Medicine 
Masonic Medical Research Institute 
Utica, NY, USA 
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 
Harvard Medical School 

Rakesh C. Kukreja, PhD 
Professor of Internal Medicine, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, and Physiology & 
Biophysics 
Eric Lipman Professor of Cardiology 
Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine 
Richmond, Virginia, USA 



Dhanunjaya DJ Lakkireddy, MD, FACC, FHRS 
Executive Medical Director, Kansas City Heart Rhythm Institute 
HCA Midwest Health 
Professor, University of Missouri-Columbia 
Vice President, Heart Rhythm Society 
Kansas City, Kansas, USA 

E. Douglas Lewandowski, Ph.D., FAHA, FISHR, FAAAS
Director, Translational Research
Dorothy M. Davis Heart & Lung Research Institute
Professor, Department of Internal Medicine
Professor, Department of Biological Chemistry and Pharmacology
The Ohio State University College of Medicine
Columbus, OH, USA

Ren-Ke Li, MD, PhD, FCAHS, FRSC 
Canadian Research Chair of Cardiac Regeneration 
Professor of Cardiovascular Surgery, University of Toronto 
Senior Scientist, Toronto General Hospital Research Institute 
University Health Network 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada  

Ali. J. Marian, MD, PhD. 
Professor of Molecular Medicine and Internal Medicine 
Director, IMM-Center for Cardiovascular Genetics, Institute of Molecular 
Medicine 
James T. Willerson Distinguished Chair in Cardiovascular Research 
McGovern Medical School 
Houston, TX, USA 

Andrew R. Marks, MD 
Clyde and Helen Wu Professor of Molecular Cardiology 
Chairman, Department of Physiology and Cellular Biophysics 
Founding Director, Wu Center for Molecular Cardiology 
Professor of Physiology & Cellular Biophysics 
Member, National Academy of Sciences 
Columbia University Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons 
New York, NY, USA 

Tami A. Martino, PhD 
Distinguished Chair in Molecular Cardiovascular Research 
Director, Centre for Cardiovascular Investigations 
Career Investigator Heart & Stroke Foundation: Circadian Medicine & Heart Health 
President, Canadian Society for Chronobiology  
Professor, Biomedical Sciences  

https://news.uoguelph.ca/2020/08/u-of-g-expert-in-cardiovascular-research-circadian-medicine-named-to-prestigious-chair/
http://www.uoguelph.ca/CardiovascularResearch/index.html
https://bulletin.ovc.uoguelph.ca/post/183871864205/ovc-researcher-recognized-with-a-career-award-from
https://www.chronobiocanada.com/society
https://ovc.uoguelph.ca/biomedical-sciences/people/faculty/Tami-Martino


University of Guelph 
Guelph, Ontario, Canada 

Nilanjana Maulik, PhD, FAHA 
Professor, Department of Surgery  
Molecular Cardiology and Angiogenesis Laboratory 
Program Director, General Surgery Research Pathway 
University of Connecticut School of Medicine 
Farmington, Connecticut, USA 

Graham McGinnis, PhD 
Assistant Professor  
Department of Kinesiology and Nutrition Sciences 
School of Integrated Health Sciences 
University of Nevada Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Nevada, USA 

Puja K. Mehta, MD, FACC, FAHA 
Associate Professor of Medicine (Cardiology) 
Director, Women’s Translational Cardiovascular Research 
Emory Women’s Heart Center 
Associate Program Director, Clinical Investigator Cardiology Fellowship Program 
Emory Clinical Cardiovascular Research Institute 
Emory Heart Disease Center for Prevention 
Emory University School of Medicine 
Atlanta, Georgia, USA 

Kathryn J. Moore, PhD 
Jean and David Blechman Professor of Cardiology 
Professor, Departments of Medicine and Cell Biology 
Director, NYU Cardiovascular Research Center 
Member, National Academy of Sciences 
New York University Langone Health 
New York, New York, USA 

Martin Morad, PhD, FISHR, FIACS 
Director of Cardiac Signaling Center 
Smart State Chair in Regenerative Medicine 
BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina Endowed Chair in Cardiovascular Health 
Professor, Regenerative Medicine and Cell Biology 
Medical University of South Carolina 
Charleston, South Carolina, USA 



Jagat Narula, MD, PhD 
Executive Vice President  
Chief Academic Officer 
University of Texas Health Houston 
Houston, TX, USA 

Andrea Natale, MD, FACC, FHRS, FESC 
Executive Medical Director, Texas Cardiac Arrhythmia Institute 
St. David’s Medical Center 
Austin, Texas, USA 

Petr Ostadal, MD, PhD  
President, Czech Society of Cardiology  
Professor of Cardiology 
Second Faculty of Medicine, Charles University 
Prague, Czech Republic 

Michelle S. Parvatiyar, PhD 
Associate Professor 
College of Education, Health, and Human Sciences 
Florida State University 
Tallahassee, Florida, USA 

Grant N. Pierce, CM, OM, PhD, FACC, FAHA, FISHR, FIACS, FCAHS, 
FRSC  
World President, International Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences 
Assistant Executive Director, Manitoba Medical Service Foundation 
Distinguished Emeritus Professor 
Department of Physiology and Pathophysiology 
Rady College of Medicine, Rady Faculty of Health Sciences  
University of Manitoba 
Winnipeg, Canada 

Arshed Quyyumi, MD 
Professor of Medicine 
Director, Emory Clinical Cardiovascular Research Institute 
Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine 
Emory University School of Medicine 
Atlanta, Georgia, USA 

Inna Rabinovich-Nikitin, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Evelyn Wyrzykowski Family Professorship in Cardiovascular Sciences Institute 
of Cardiovascular Sciences  
St. Boniface Hospital Albrechtsen Research Centre  
University of Manitoba 
Department of Physiology and Pathophysiology  



Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

J Carter Ralphe, MD 
Professor of Medicine 
Chief, Division of Cardiology 
Co-Director, Congenital Heart Program at UW Health Kids 
Department of Pediatrics 
University of Wisconsin School of Medicine 
Madison, Wisconsin, USA 

Ravichandran Ramasamy, PhD 
Professor, Department of Medicine 
Professor, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Pharmacology 
NYU Grossman School of Medicine 
New York, New York, USA 

Andrea M. Russo, MD, FACC, FHRS, FAHA 
Professor of Medicine 
Cooper Medical School of Rowan University 
Academic Chief, Division of Cardiology 
Director, Cardiac Electrophysiology and Arrhythmia Services 
Director, CCEP Fellowship 
Cooper University Hospital 
Director of Research, Cooper Heart Institute 
Camden, NJ, USA 

Sakthivel Sadayappan, PhD, MBA, FAHA 
Professor and Head  
Department of Cellular & Molecular Medicine  
Czarina M. & Humberto S. Lopez Endowed Chair  
Associate Director, Sarver Heart Center 
University of Arizona College of Medicine-Tucson 
Tucson, Arizona, USA 

Daisy Sahoo, PhD, FAHA 
Dean, School of Graduate Studies 
Women in Science Endowed Professor 
Department of Medicine 
Medical College of Wisconsin 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA 

Dinender K Singla, PhD, FAHA, FIACS 
Professor and Head, Division of Metabolic and Cardiovascular Sciences 
Endowed Chair-Advent Health 
President, International Society for Adaptive Medicine 



Associate Editor, Canadian Journal of Physiology and Pharmacology 
Burnett School of Biomedical Sciences 
College of Medicine 
University of Central Florida 
Orlando, Florida, USA 

Carmen Sucharov, PhD, FAHA 
Professor 
Director, Pediatric Cardiovascular Research Laboratories 
Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine 
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus 
Denver, Colorado, USA 

Paul C. Tang, MD, PhD 
Associate Professor and Vice Chair 
Division of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery 
Department of Surgery 
Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, Minnesota, USA 

Finosh G Thankam, PhD  
Assistant Professor 
Tissue Engineering and Regenerative Medicine 
Department of Translational Research 
Western University of Health Sciences 
Council Member and Assistant Treasurer 
International Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences, North American Section 
Pomona, California, USA 

Srinivas M. Tipparaju, PhD 
Professor and Chair 
William Saunders Endowed Chair in Geriatric Pharmacotherapy 
Interim Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs 
Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
USF Health Taneja College of Pharmacy 
Tampa, Florida, USA 

Belma Turan, PhD 
Professor  
Head of Department of Biophysics – Basic Medical Sciences 
Lokman Hekim University 
Ankara, Turkey 



Suresh C. Tyagi, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Physiology 
University of Louisville 
Louisville, Kentucky, USA 

Jop van Berlo, MD, PhD  
Associate Professor of Medicine  
Director of Graduate Studies 
Cardiovascular Division, Department of Medicine 
University of Minnesota School of Medicine  
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA 

Andras Varro, MD, PhD, DSc 
Professor of Pharmacology and Pharmacotherapy 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Szeged 
Szeged, Hungary 

Thomas Vondriska, PhD 
Professor of Anesthesiology, Medicine, Physiology 
UCLA David Geffen School of Medicine 
Los Angeles, California, USA 

Yajing Wang, MD, PhD 
Professor  
Director of Basic and Translational Research 
Department of Biomedical Engineering 
University of Alabama at Birmingham, Heersink School of Medicine 
Birmingham, Alabama, USA 

Karol Watson, MD, PhD  
Professor of Medicine/Cardiology 
Co-director, UCLA Program in Preventive Cardiology 
Director, UCLA Barbara Streisand Women's Heart Health Program 
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
John Mazziotta, M.D., Ph.D. Endowed Chair in Medicine 
Los Angeles, California, USA 

Loren E. Wold, PhD, FAHA, FAPS 
Senior Associate Vice President for Research 
The Enterprise for Research, Innovation and Knowledge (ERIK) 
The John G. and Jeanne Bonnet McCoy Chair in Cardiovascular Medicine 
Professor, Department of Surgery (Cardiac) 
Editor-in-Chief, The FASEB Journal and FASEB BioAdvances 
The Ohio State University College of Medicine 
Columbus, Ohio, USA 



Harlokesh Narayan Yadav, PhD, MAMS, FIACS, FPAS 
Additional Professor, Pharmacology 
All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
President, Society of Pharmaceutical Education & Research (SPER) Delhi 
Chairman, Pharm. Federation (Scientific Wing) 
Vice President, International Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences (India) 
Member, National Academy of Sciences INDIA (NASI) 
Member, National Academy of Medical Sciences INDIA (NAMS) 
Ansari Nagar, New Delhi, India 

Young-sup Yoon, MD, PhD 
Director of Stem Cell Biology 
Bruce R. Logue Professor 
Professor of Medicine and Biomedical Engineering 
Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine 
Emory University School of Medicine 
Atlanta, Georgia, USA 

Jianyi (Jay) Zhang, MD, PhD 
Chair, Department of Biomedical Engineering 
T. Michael and Gillian Goodrich Endowed Chair of Engineering Leadership
Professor of Medicine, Professor of Engineering
School of Medicine, School of Engineering
The University of Alabama at Birmingham
Birmingham, Alabama, USA

Ewa Zuba-Surma, PhD, DSc 
Professor in Medical Sciences 
Department of Cell Biology 
Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology 
Jagiellonian University 
Krakow, Poland 

For more information, please visit www.iacs-nas-meeting.org 

Or Email: iacsVegas@medicine.unlv.edu 

https://www.iacs-nas-meeting.org/
mailto:iacsVegas@medicine.unlv.edu



